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REMARKS 

This Amendment cancels claims 4-8 and amends claim 1 in accordance with 
the original disclosure. Support for the amendments to claim 1 is found, for example, in 
canceled claims 4-8 and in the specification at paragraphs 0008 and 0014. Claims 1-3 and 
9-13 remain in this application. 

Rejections Under 35 U.S.C. § 112, first paragraph 

Claim 8 stands rejected for non-enablement. As set forth above, Applicants 
have canceled claim 8, thereby rendering this rejection moot. 

Objection to Information Disclosure Statement 

The Information Disclosure Statement was objected to on the grounds that 
EP 1 095 831 A3 did not include a statement of relevance. Applicants respectfully disagree. 
As set forth on page 1 of the Information Disclosure Statement dated March 17, 2004, 
EP 1 095 831 was submitted as an equivalent to DE 199 52 042, which is discussed on page 1 
of the pending application and is relevant for the reasons set forth in the specification. 
Reconsideration of the objection to the Information Disclosure Statement is respectfully 
requested. 

Claim Rejections Under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) 

Claims 1-13 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) for obviousness over the 
teachings of U.S. Patent No. 5,452,983 to Parmley, Sr. in view of U.S. Patent No. 3,223,259 
to Nicholson. In view of the above amendments and the following remarks, reconsideration 
of these rejections is respectfully requested. 

Claim 1, as amended, is directed to a handling device for handling a battery 
block of an industrial truck having a lateral battery extraction opening and an at least partly 
open bottom. The handling device comprises a pallet truck having at least one fork 
configured to enter into the lateral battery extraction opening and a battery receptacle 
removably mountable on the pallet truck. The battery receptacle, when located on the pallet 
truck, is movable into the at least partly open bottom of the industrial truck underneath the 
battery block installed in the industrial truck so that the battery block can be lifted and moved 
laterally out of the industrial truck on the battery receptacle. The battery receptacle includes 
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a stop for the battery block to determine the depth to which the pallet truck can be inserted 
underneath the industrial truck. The battery receptacle also includes a guide element to fix 
the lateral position of the battery receptacle on the forks of the pallet truck and a support 
element such that the battery receptacle can be placed on the floor or ground by lowering the 
fork of the pallet truck. The guide element and support element are formed by a single 
component. 

As shown in the pending application at, for example, Figs. 2 and 3 and 
discussed at paragraphs 0022 and 0023, a downwardly-directed component 6 is attached to 
the battery receptacle 4 and acts simultaneously as a guide element and a support element. 
That is, the element 6 engages the inner side of the tines of the pallet truck 3 to position the 
battery receptacle 4 on the tines. Additionally, as shown in Fig. 3, the element 6 also acts as 
a support such that when the tines of the pallet truck 3 are lowered, the element 6 contacts the 
floor and acts as a support for the battery receptacle 4 and the battery carried thereon. 

Parmley is directed to a pneumatic battery replacement apparatus 10 to unload 
a battery pack 18 from a vehicle 12. Parmley includes a flat platform deck 30 having a 
bridge piece 22 to bridge the gap between the platform deck 30 and the vehicle 12. A 
pneumatic carrier 20 is used to move the battery packs 18 from the vehicle 12 into storage 
locations 14 having chargers 16. As set forth in column 3, lines 24-53, the Parmley apparatus 
includes a complex series of guides on the bridge piece 22 and deck platform 30 to guide the 
pneumatic carrier 20 from the platform deck 30 onto the vehicle 12. 

Nicholson discloses a material handling device for handling coils of sheet 
metal stock. This invention incorporates sleeves 18 that can be placed under coil stock 16. 
The sleeves 1 8 have open ends into which the fork members 22 of a conventional lift truck 
can be placed to lift the coil stock 16 off of spaced supports 12, 14. 

Neither Parmley nor Nicholson, either alone or in combination, fairly teaches 
or suggests the handling device set forth in claim 1. Firstly, neither of these references relates 
to the lateral extraction of a battery block from an industrial truck. Additionally, neither of 
these references, either alone or in combination, fairly teaches or suggests the combination of 
the pallet truck and battery receptacle set forth in claim 1. Neither of these references teaches 
or suggests the handling device configured such that the battery receptacle, when located on 
the pallet truck, is movable into the at least partly open bottom of an industrial truck 
underneath the battery block so that the battery block can be lifted and moved laterally out of 
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the industrial truck on the battery receptacle. Moreover, neither of these references teaches or 
suggests the battery receptacle structure in which a guide element and support element are 
fastened to the battery receptacle and function both to guide the battery receptacle onto the 
tines of the pallet truck and also to support the battery receptacle (and battery supported 
thereon) on the ground by lowering the forks of the pallet truck. Therefore, claim 1, as 
amended, is believed patentable over the cited prior art and in condition for allowance. 
Reconsideration of the rejection of claim 1 is respectfully requested. 

Claims 2, 3, and 9-13 depend either directly or indirectly from, and add further 
limitations to, claim 1 . Since these claims depend from a claim believed to be in condition 
for allowance, these claims are also believed to be in condition for allowance. Additionally, 
claim 9 includes the limitation that the handling device comprises a battery tray 8 (Fig. 3) on 
which the battery block can be placed from the battery receptacle located on the pallet truck. 
That is, as shown in Fig. 3, when the battery block 1 is removed from the industrial truck and 
rests on the battery receptacle 4 supported on the tines of the pallet truck 3, the battery block 
can be lowered onto the battery tray 8 and supported thereon during charging. As set forth in 
claim 10, the battery tray comprises a longitudinal beam 9 which is located between the 
spaced tines (and guide/support elements 6) as the battery block is being set down. As set 
forth in claim 11, the battery tray also comprises a crossbeam which, as the battery block is 
being set down, is located in front of the forks of the pallet truck 3. Therefore, for all of the 
above reasons, claims 2, 3, and 9-13 are believed patentable over the cited prior art and in 
condition for allowance. Reconsideration of the rejections of claims 2, 3, and 9-13 is 
respectfully requested. 
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Conclusion 

In view of the above amendments and remarks, reconsideration of the 
objection to the Information Disclosure Statement, reconsideration of the rejections of claims 
1-3 and 9-13, and allowance of all of claims 1-3 and 9-13 are respectfully requested. 



Respectfully submitted, 
THE WEBB LAW FIRM 
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